ST. CHAD’S, LICHFIELD

19th Sunday after Trinity
18th October, 2020

Welcome to our Bulletin in this weeks issue:

House of Prayer— A Moment with Teresa of Avila
Occasional Offices and Notices

Notices

Attending to God’ s Word: Isaiah 35.3-6 & Luke 10.1-9
Prayer Matters

Watercolour picture of St Chad’s Church

Contacts

Worship Every Sunday from St Chad’s
9.30am Service of the Word (Streamed on Facebook)
11.30am Eucharist in St Chad’s

Daily Prayer in Church
Monday - Friday 8.30am
(Excluding bank holidays)

Mid-Week Holy Communion
Tuesday—10.00am (Streamed on Facebook)
Wednesday —10.00am in St Chad’s
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This week in the church’s calendar we were asked to remember the life and
work of St Teresa of Avila (1515-1582). She was one of the great spiritual lead-
ers of the early modern period and led the religious order she was a member
of through significant growth and reforms. Yet she is today best remembered
as a teacher of the spiritual life and her prayers and writings continue to speak.
She is honest and insightful about the challenges and choices of the life of
prayer, much of which we learn about in her [ Av#hish she wrote as a spiritual
autobiography after being instructed to do so by her spiritual director. He clear-
ly felt that others would be blessed by her story. She also wrote some major
works of mysticism, including¢ KS 2 | &8 2 Bndt ENF S5 P & SR 2 N
a contemplative and an activist she shows a path that embraces life in the
world balanced with prayer in the inner reaches of the heart. Both are neces-
sary.

Here are some of her prayers and quotations which can inspire us today.
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¢  23rd October 12pm Interment of the late John Stephens

o  23rd October 12.15pm Funeral Service in church followed by Cremation at
Fradley for the late Michael Plimmer

+ 14th November 2.00pm Wedding of David Brundritt and Johanna Bridger

+ 22nd November 1.00pm Baptism of Isla Rose Hurst

Notices
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It has long been a practice at St Chad’s for us to pray for the streets and neigh-
bourhoods of our parish. During lockdown we carried on our

ministry of prayer, but in a different way as we were not able to take out the
cards which reminded parishioners we were praying for them. We’d now like

to start distributing the cards again—but need some
volunteers to help with this. If you're able to help please contact Revd Rod to
discuss it.
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Christmas cards are currently available at £2.00 per pack and 75 pence per

pack goes to the church. As they cannot be kept in church, | have them at
home but am willing to bring you a selection if requested. Please buy a pack to
send one to someone who is housebound or isolated or lonely. Jams, jellies,
chutney and marmalades still available too.

Contact Val on 256185.
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We are making small knitted prayer squares with a cross incorporated into the
pattern to give to the residents at The Spires this Christmas, and if we have any
to spare, to the sick or bereaved to show we are thinking of them. Val has the
pattern so why not get knitting. Each 25g ball of wool makes 4 squares.



Notices

Developments at St Chad’s

You will be aware of the many who are helping to keep St Chad’s open and
who volunteer their time to man the church, to clean it and to
steward at services. We are very grateful to all who have given their time.

We have also taken the opportunity to start some remedial work on the sink
area and in the vestry. Many thanks to those who are doing the work, and pay-
ing for it.

On a larger scale we have also decided to begin the process of drawing up a
scheme for redecorating St Chad’s. We known it has been many
decades since the building has been decorated and we have been offered a

very substantial donation to invest in the building.
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St. Chad’s will once more be collecting shoeboxes to send to children in need.
This message is to give you advance notice so that you can start to buy items or
make/knit hats and other craft activities to benefit the children who are also
struggling as a result of the global pandemic.

Here's a message from a local West Midlands volunteer:

“some news from Operation Christmas Child. Simply to say that Christmas is
NOT cancelled for OCC this coming autumn!! We are once again planning to
send thousands of shoeboxes of gifts into a variety of countries this year, de-
spite the strange and difficult situation we all find ourselves in. All the details of
the coming campaign are on the OCC website, www.Samaritans-purse.org.uk
as is information about Shoebox Online, which may suit more people this year.
Operation Christmas Child will be distributing shoeboxes this year, though we
may have to make a few changes regarding the collection and processing of the
boxes. Support from our local churches is very much appreciated. Prayer is very
important, and the volunteers meet online each week, and are praying for the
work of OCC, and for friends and contacts.” More details to follow later

Linda Clark



Reflecting on the Sunday Bible Readings for Surddy Y& 6 wYb ( UC
Isaiah 358
Luke 10.49

In the Collect prayer for St Luke’s Day we say:
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The central request of this prayer is that the church, that is God’s people, may be
a community of healing in its fullest sense. The healing offered needs to be based
on love and the gospel of Christ, this is not an appeal to magic. But it is a very bold
and daring prayer. It would be presumptuous were it not for the fact it reflects the
commissioning and calling given by Jesus to the church.

Our gospel today begins with the little phrase ‘after this’ In sending out seventy
people to carry out the works of God’s kingdom Jesus is expanding the ranks of
his active followers. At the beginning of the previous chapter in Luke Jesus sends
out the twelve, the inner circle of disciples, to go out to proclaim the kingdom of
God and to heal (Luke 9.1-11). We then find one of Jesus’s miracles of multiplica-
tion with the feeding of the 5,000 (Luke 9.12-17) which is followed by a revelation
of who Jesus is (Luke 9.18-20). Some stern and challenging words are then given
about the cost of following Jesus (Luke 9.21-27). The great Transfiguration account
comes next (Luke 9.28-36), followed by the deliverance of a young boy (Luke 9.37-
43). Some teaching on humility follows (Luke 9.46-48) and the chapter ends with a

further reminder of the cost of discipleship.
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It is ‘after this’ that the seventy are given their commission to be healers,

peacemakers and proclaimers of God'’s kingdom. We might say that chapter 9

sets out some key strands of Jesus work:

Healing and deliverance — setting captives free

Feeding and serving — multiplying the provision

Anointed and chosen — revealing of Jesus as Messiah and Son of God
Suffering and simplicity — walking the path of identification

At the start of chapter 9 only a few are allowed to share in this work — the inner
core of disciples, but by the start of the next chapter something has happened.

The ministry of Jesus has expanded to include a broader group of his followers.
Having established the essential characteristics of the kingdom of God, of what
it means to acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God, and of the costs of following

the group of seventy is sent out. Note the sequence here:
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need to listen
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ministry it is essential to cover it in prayer if this is to be realised
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proclamation of the good news, which has already been enacted in
prayer, blessing, hospitality and healing before it is fully announced.



| suggest that this story about calling and commissioning contains important
clues
about how we are to proceed as God’s church in these days. May we attend to

these things.

Questions for Further Reflection

Personal — what commission have we been given by the Lord?

For St Chad’s — how might our ministry reflect that of the first followers of Je-
sus?

For the nation — how can we pray for labourers for the harvest field?

Revd Rod Clark
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Prayer Matters
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For upcoming baptisms.
For those who are seeking confirmation
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For opportunities to share the good news in our parish
For renewal in the Holy Spirit
For our ongoing worship, online and at church
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For those who live in Gaiafield Road, Gaialands Crescent, The Charters
For local Schools, especially Ss Peter and Paul, Rocklands
For social housing providers in the parish and for the communities they serve
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For all in government and for all MPs

For divided and struggling nations, both rich and poor

For the work of Christian agencies including USPG and the Church Mission
Society
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Nick, Gerry, Michael, Claire, Sam, Makx.
For local GP surgeries, health providers and community health teams
For the Guild of Health and Saint Raphael promoting the Christian ministry of
healing and for a renewal of our parish healing ministry.
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Please remember any who have died recently Mark Hibbert, Daisy Bright,
Margaret Kehoe, Denise, Neil Rowe, Pearl Cliffe, Allan Rose, Pauline Brumby,
Leonard Edwards, Evelyn Rose Bailey, Muriel Hutt, Diana Clark and Michael
Plimmer and also for those whose anniversaries occur at this time and their
relatives and friends.
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If you would like an A4 print of this painting please order by Sunday
15th November, for a donation of £10 per print. Please deposit details
with your donation at the parish office or to me personally.

It would be lovely if we could ‘sell’  dopdes. Everyone who buys one

will be entered into a draw to win a prize.

The original picture has been bought with a very generous donation
to start the fund. All profits go to St Chad’s Brian Mills

Details required with order (See below)

R - (-~
| would like.....copy/copies

Please enclose £10 per print with order. Cheques made payable to St
Chad’s PCC
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CONTACTS AT ST CHADS

Well Cottage, 42 St. Chad’s Road,
Lichfield, WS13 7ND.
Tel: 01543 416595
Email: office@saintchads.org.uk
Parish Administrator: Tom Millward
CURRENT OFFICE OPENING HOURS
Tuesday-Thursday 10am-12pm

Rector: Revd. Rod Clark
Tel: 01543 262254
Email: revrod.stchad@gmail.com

Curate: Simon Foster,
Tel: 07496 638805
Email: simon.foster@lichfield.anglican.org

You can also contact us through
Facebook, Twitter and our Website
www.facebook.com/St Chad's Church Lichfield

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.

Amen (Ephesians 3.20-21)
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